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Agenda Addendum 1

Emergency Housing Transition; Agency of Human Services; Joint Fiscal Committee
Oversight; Reports
Cite: Sec. 6(b) of Act 81 of 2023

(b) On or before the last day of each month from July 2023 through March 2024, the
Agency of Human Services, or other relevant agency or department, shall report to the
House Committee on Human Services, the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and
the Joint Fiscal Committee on its progress in assisting households housed in hotels and
motels with transitioning from the pandemic-era General Assistance Emergency Housing
Program to alternative housing placements and on the creation of new, alternative
housing solutions. Each update shall include:

(1) the number of households remaining in hotels and motels that have not yet
been transitioned to an alternative housing placement by household size, by
eligibility category, and by each Agency of Human Services district;

(2) the number of actual alternative housing placements made during the previous
reporting period compared with the targeted number of placements for that
period;

(3) of the households successfully transitioned to an alternative housing
placement during the previous month, the number of households whose screening
indicated a potential need for services from each department within the Agency;

(4) the number of beds available for emergency housing in each Agency of
Human Services district in the State, with separate reporting on the number of
beds available in nursing homes and residential care homes for individuals whose
screening indicates they could meet the clinical criteria for those settings and the
number of emergency beds available for individuals whose screening indicates
they do not meet the clinical criteria, including low-barrier shelters, beds for
youth, and beds for individuals who have experienced domestic violence;

(5) of the households that were housed in a hotel or motel for four months or
longer and transitioned out during the previous month, the number that have had
all or a portion of their security deposits returned to them since leaving the hotel
or motel or are awaiting the return of these funds;

(6) of the households that were housed in a hotel or motel for less than four
months and transitioned out during the previous month, the amount of security
deposit funds refunded to the State by the hotels and motels during that month;

(7) the number of households that have been successfully transitioned to an
alternative housing placement since the previous report, the types of housing
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settings in which they have been placed, and the supportive services they are
receiving in conjunction with their housing;

(8) the outlook for transitioning additional households to alternative housing
placements in the coming months, including an estimate of the number of
households likely to be placed per month;

(9) a projected timeline for transitioning the remaining households to alternative
housing placements;

(10) the average negotiated rate for rooms that the Agency paid to the hotels and
motels providing the temporary, continued hotel or motel housing during the
previous month;

(11) the status of responding to and implementing the letters of interest from
community partners and municipalities for housing and supportive services;

(12) the status of contracts for housing and supportive services resulting from the
Agency’s requests for proposals (RFPs), including the Agency’s May 24, 2023
RFP for emergency shelter staffing and services;

(13) the status of grants awarded through the Housing Opportunity
Program and how those grants relate to the Agency’s efforts to assist
households with transitioning out of the pandemic-era General Assistance
Emergency Housing Program;

(14) once the Adverse Weather Conditions Policy takes effect again in

the fall of 2023, how the Agency plans to distinguish the households that
become eligible for the General Assistance Emergency Housing Program
under that Policy from the households that the Agency is assisting with
transitioning out of the pandemic-era General Assistance Emergency Housing
Program;

(15) the total amount of funds expended to date on housing placements
and supportive services for households transitioning out of the pandemic-era
General Assistance Emergency Housing Program; and

(16) beginning with the September 2023 reporting period, any State
rules and local regulations and ordinances that are impeding the timely
development of safe, decent, affordable housing in Vermont communities in
order to:

(A) identify areas in which flexibility or discretion are available; and

(B) advise whether the temporary suspension of relevant State rules
and local regulations and ordinances, or the adoption or amendment of State
rules, would facilitate faster and less costly revitalization of existing housing
and construction of new housing units.
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(c) On or before the last day of each month from July 2023 through March 2024, the
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board shall report to the House Committees
on Human Services and on General and Housing; the Senate Committees on
Health and Welfare and on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs; and the Joint Fiscal Committee on:

(1) the status of the Board’s initiatives to make additional housing units available
and how those initiatives support the Agency of Human Services’ efforts to assist
households with transitioning out of the pandemic-era General Assistance
Emergency Housing Program; and

(2) the status of the Board’s efforts to expand emergency shelter capacity,
including the number of new beds available since the previous report, the number
of additional beds planned, and when the additional planned beds are likely to
become available.

(d) The Agency may hire temporary employees or contract with community-
based organizations, or both, as needed to support the Agency in assisting
households housed in hotels and motels with transitioning from the pandemic-era
General Assistance Emergency Housing Program to alternative housing
placements; to support the creation of new, alternative housing solutions; and to
collect and report on the information required by subsection (b) of this section.

(e) On April 1, 2024, the Agency shall report to the House Committees on
Appropriations, on Human Services, and on Housing and General Affairs; the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Health and Welfare, and on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs; and the Joint Fiscal Committee the
number households, if any, that were not successfully transitioned out of the
pandemic-era General Assistance Emergency Housing Program into alternative
housing placements and the reason why each such household was not successfully
placed.



