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Members Present: Representatives Feltus, Kimbell, Kornheiser, Scheu, and Wood. And
Senators Beck, Cummings, Perchlik, Lyons, and Westman.
Other Attendees: Joint Fiscal Office and Administration staff, and various viewers in
person and through live streaming.

A. Call to order and Approval of Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Representative Kornheiser at 12:25 PM.

Representative Scheu moved to accept the November 13, 2025 minutes as written. The
committee voted 9-0-0 to adopt the minutes. Representative Feltus abstained as she was
not yet on the committee for the November meeting. {00:00:37}

B. Grants

1. JFO #3272 Agency of Human Services {00:01:28}

Nolan Langweil, Principal Fiscal Analyst, Joint Fiscal Office

Jennifer Carbee, Deputy Chief Counsel, Office of Legislative Counsel
Jill Mazza Olson, Medicaid Systems Director, Agency of Human Seices
Tracy O’Connell, Chief Financial Officer, Agency of Human ServiceS

Principal Fiscal Analyst Nolan Langweil and Deputy Chief Counsel Jennifer
Carbee gave an overview of the background of the Rural Health
Transformation Program (RHTP) grant and highlighted themes to keep in
mind as the Committee heard from AHS about the grant. {00:01:28}

Chief Financial Officer Tracy O’Connell and Medicaid Systems Director Jill
Mazza Olson testified on the details of the grant, including the application
process and the initiatives they are hoping to strengthen with the funding.
They then went through all the projects that will be funded with the RHTP

grant and the staffing plan for the projects. {00:05:45}
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Representative Scheu moved to accept a grant of $195,053,740 to the
Vermont Agency of Human Services Central Office from the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
for the Rural Health Transformation Program and to approve two (2) limited
service positions: one (1) Financial Manager 1l to the Agency of Human
Services Central Office and one (1) Health Care Reform Integration Manager
to the Office of Health Care Reform. Senator Lyons seconded the motion. The
motion passed 10-0-0. {1:14:43}

Senator Cummings then moved to require the Secretary of Human Services to
submit a report on a quarterly basis to the Senate Committees on
Appropriations and on Health and Welfare, the House Committees on
Appropriations, on Health Care, and on Human Services, the Joint Fiscal
Committee, and the Health Reform Oversight Committee on overall
expenditures and expenditures by project relating to the grant. Reports shall
also include information on any substantial changes to the Rural Health
Transformation Program agreement. In addition, on an annual basis the
Secretary shall provide a progress report to the aforementioned committees on
the program, including each subrecipient and any available data on program
outcomes and other changes or measurable impacts to Vermont’s health care
system correlated to the Rural Health Transformation Program. Senator
Perchlik seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0-0. {1:16:11}

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Autumn Crabtree, Senior Staff Associate

Joint Fiscal Office

Link to recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgOjEHXGEbo
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